Athens – Day 9 

Today is Saturday and we have only tomorrow left before returning home.  Had breakfast again with our new friends – who we met on the tour – and said a real final goodbye as they were boarding their cruise ship early this afternoon. 

We set aside this morning for souvenir shopping and bought some ​memorabilia. The shopping street is a couple of blocks down from the hotel so it’s an easy walk.  The street has a zillion shops with mostly junk shops, but a couple of other shops as well.  We buy a little, walk around and Jeff goes off to take more pictures of archeological sites – they’re all over the place.  We go off to a small café for a lunch consisting of a gyro platter.  In truth, the Ambrosia restaurant in downtown Rockville serves better Gyro platters than the one we had, but since this is considered “street food” we had to try it.  It was pretty good, especially the tzatziki sauce (yogurt, garlic, cucumber, sometimes onion and mint) that accompanies the meat.
We came back to the hotel for a computer check before we leave for our afternoon bus trip to Sounion to see the Temple of Poseidon.  The trip to the Temple of Poseidon was a big yawn.  The best thing about it is that it wasn’t as long as advertised so we were back around 6:30 PM.  We left at 2:15 and walked up to the bus to join the other 10 who had signed up for the tour.  The guide barely spoke English and was hard to understand, so he kept repeating himself and spelling words to make sure we “got it.”  There was really nothing of particular interest to discuss on the 90 minute drive out to Sounion.  Once there he took out a notebook and showed us pictures of the site and talked for a couple of minutes about what we were going to see.  I couldn’t understand what he was saying so it was all a blur to me.  We got an hour at the site to take pictures, walk around, and of course, use the restrooms.  Boarded bus and returned to Athens where we were dropped off as close to our hotel as the bus could get, which in our case, wasn’t really close at all.  Walked about 5 blocks back to the hotel.  Got some great pictures of the sun setting. 
I have to comment on the weather here in Athens and during our tour as well.  It couldn’t be better.  Temperatures have been unseasonably warm since we arrived and sunny to boot.  We’ve had temperatures in the 70’s every day and some days felt close to 80 degrees.  At night it goes down to a comfortable 55 or so – perfect sleeping weather. 

It’s supposed to stay that way until Wednesday, but we’ll be gone by then.  Take about lucking out, this is it!

Back to today. We went to the same restaurant we ate at a few days ago – the one with the bouzouki player and guitarist – because the food was so good.  Same tonight except Jeff wasn’t that thrilled with his fish.  I had the moussaka, which I very much enjoyed.  And we started with fried eggplant dish – very lightly dipped in batter and fried – that was out of this world.  Eggplant in any form is fine by me.
So, we’re back in our room looking at our options for tomorrow, our last day in Athens and in Greece as well.  Need to see if there’s anything we should do before we leave in terms of sights we haven’t seen.  

We’ve had a marvelous time here.  People are warm, helpful, and as I’ve written, speak surprisingly good English. Food is great.  And, the archeological sites and museums are first rate. This has been a memorable experience – of the positive kind.  But, as always, I’m now ready to come down from Mount Olympus and back to reality.  Let’s see how long it will take for my body to catch up!

